
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
May 10, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
May 10, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; and Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Engineering Manager/Interim General Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, HR Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations 
Manager; Sally Saxton, Senior Accountant/Acting Finance Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP 
Clerk/Deputy Auditor; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  Bill 
McDonald, Prothman, Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal, Mike Newman.  District Employees:  
Mike Demers, Cort Wilson, Krista Lewis. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the May 3, 2016 Commission 
meeting as sent.  Commissioner Cook requested that the minutes be changed to include 
his abstention regarding Voucher Approval No. 2673.  Commissioner Robertson restated 
his motion to approve the Minutes of the May 3, 2016 Commission meeting as amended.  
The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda: 

a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 05/03/16 
b. Project Approval – Skagit Valley Malting (Burlington) 

The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Approval No. 2674 - 
Voucher Nos. 6185-6238 ($654,625.46) 05/10/16.  Commissioner Cook abstained.  The 
motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Interim General Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

• A kickoff meeting was held for the Judy to Mount Vernon Transmission Pipeline Project, 
Phase 2; the first task will be a pipeline routing study. 

• Settlement documents for the loan and bond with Skagit Bank were signed today and will 
be funded on Monday.  A list of projects that funds will be used for is attached to the 
paperwork and the projects listed are all included in the Capital Improvement Program 
budgeted for 2016 and 2017.   

• Next week’s agenda will include a presentation by Environmental Services Coordinator 
Trueman regarding watershed property acquisition and discussion concerning a land 
purchase for the Gilligan Creek Intake.  The District’s application for a loan/grant was 
approved for consideration by DOE.  The District also submitted an application to the 
Department of Health (DOH) and received a $30,000 grant that will be used for the land 
appraisal.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the upcoming presentation and 
discussion, including timeframe, how to proceed depending on grant approval, appraisal, 
and support of Skagit Land Trust and Skagit County. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 

• Crews have completed pipe and fiber installation work on the Waugh Road 
project and are now performing surface restoration work.  To date the crews have 
replaced 4,400 lineal feet of pipe.  The Waugh Road project added 1,300 feet to 
this total.  The next project for District crews will be replacing lines in advance of 
the Curtis Street and Jameson Street roundabout project in Sedro-Woolley. 

• Bids for the Division Street Tank and Booster Pump will be discussed under New 
Business on the agenda.  



IT Manager Chrysler reported that the District is on track with the computer system 
upgrade project for the go live date of June 1. 

Operations Manager Fox reported the following: 

• The WTP is operating two pumps from the Skagit River Diversion and 
maintaining the reservoir level.  One of the pumps not currently in use will 
require maintenance. 

• Water Quality Coordinator Holmstrom will retire in June after 25 years with the 
District and WTP Lab Analyst Blake has accepted combining her duties with 
those currently performed by Water Quality Coordinator Holmstrom.  Her new 
title will be Water Quality/WTP Lab Coordinator and Water Quality Technician 
Bisbey will report to her.  This combination will eliminate one non-union position 
and should work very well. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that several school groups will be touring 
the WTP this week.  Discussion ensued regarding various NorthStar issues, including 
credit card payments and data which are being worked through. 

Acting Finance Manager Saxton reported that staff is helping with the financials and 
business as usual. 

Discussion regarding aspects of the Status of Budget through December 31, 2015, 
presented at the meeting of April 26 continued. 

Under New Business, Recommendation to Reject All Bids for the Division Street Tank 
and Booster Pump Station Project, Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that 
due to the fact that federal dollars are associated with a difficult project, the District 
wants to make sure it gets the best bid and most responsive/responsible contractor.  He 
stated that the experience criteria bar may have been set a little too high and two of the 
low bidders did not have the supplemental experience, but bid the project anyway which 
is not fair to those who had the experience.  Discussion ensued regarding the stated 
qualifications, non-compliance by some bidders and the risk of awarding a bid for a 
project that includes federal funding, recommendation to slightly lower the qualifications 
and rebid, timeframe, project phase, and protecting the District for such a large project.  
Interim Manager Sidhu requested a motion to reject all bids and authorize rebidding of 
the project.  Commissioner Robertson moved to reject all bids as recommended and to 
authorize rebid of the project.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Resolution No. 2232-16, A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT 
COUNTY, WASHINGTON, AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 1 WHICH ESTABLISHED 
THE RULES GOVERNING THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS BY THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF SAID DISTRICT BY ESTABLISHING THE TIME, DAY AND 
PLACE COMMISSIONERS’ MEETINGS WILL BE HELD.  Commissioner Robertson 
moved to adopt Resolution No. 2232-16 as presented.  The motion passed. 

Under Audience Comments, Mike Newman stated that changing the number of meetings 
has been discussed in the past and he felt Commissioner Littlefield was against it and 
asked why he changed his mind; Commissioner Littlefield replied that it requires a lot of 
staff time to prepare for weekly meetings, it will be a cost savings to the District, only 
three other PUD’s across the state have weekly meetings and they are considerably larger 
than this District and I suggested a trial period of six months. 

Commissioner Cook stated the resolution is permanent; Clerk of the Board Carpenter 
replied it is not permanent, commences July 12 and a new resolution would be required to 
discontinue the two meetings per month and return to four, a draft of which has been 
prepared. 

Mr. Newman asked if Skagit Land Trust would be participating financially in the land 
purchase; Commissioner Littlefield replied he does not know.  Interim Manager Sidhu 
stated that Skagit Land Trust is supporting the District in the purchase, but the District 
does not know if they will participate financially. 



Mr. Newman asked about WTP field trips and who pays for the kids to go; CR Manager 
Tate replied that the District reimburses schools for bus transportation and drivers if they 
submit a request for same. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson stated that he would be 
attending WA PUD Association (WPUDA) meetings in Spokane, including the Telecom 
Conference, for the remainder of the week. 

At this time, President Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to go into executive 
session per RCW 42.30.110 (g) for an approximate duration of two hours.  No action will 
be taken following the executive session.   

The meeting was recessed at 3:07 PM. 

President Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 4:38 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of May 10, 2016 was adjourned at 
4:41 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


